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MONDAY, July 19th, 2004 
1:30 P.M.

I. ROLL-CALL
                                                                                                                            

Roll call was taken. A quorum was present. 

II. OPENING REMARKS




Council Chair, Peter Mendoza, welcomed everyone and introductions were given.  

III. CALL TO ORDER, Election of Chairperson Pro-Tem (if necessary)
The Meeting was called to order at: 1:45 p.m.

IV. CHAIR’S REPORT


  

Chair, P. Mendoza spoke about the 14th Anniversary of the signing the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  He recognized those in attendance at the meeting, who were with him and 3,000+ other advocates in Washington, D. C. at the signing of the ADA. He stated that the Act prevented discrimination and opened a lot of doors, such as housing, transportation and raising public awareness. Section 504 put some civil rights laws on the books but the ADA helped the public recognize what those laws meant. Mendoza stated that fighting for passage of the ADA was a time that we all worked together to open doors, and we have a lot more work today.  As a community, we can’t rest on our past successes. We have to be vigilant and work together on our policy issues to improve the lives of people with disabilities.  He recognized that some of the laws are being called into question and we have to stay vigilant. We need to remember what it took to get where we are and remember all the people that made it possible for the ADA to become the law of the land.

Chair Mendoza recognized Council Member Julie Wilsted for moving into her own apartment, and also for just celebrating her diamond birthday. He added that she is a terrific member of the Council and a great person and she does an outstanding job on several other committees as well as on the Council.  He also commended Member Brad Putz for his excellent and tireless work, as President of People First of California, as they hosted the National Self Advocacy Conference.  He said that Brad pretty much ran the whole show. He was up from the crack of dawn and worked until after 11:00 p.m. each day of the Anaheim Conference.

Chair Mendoza announced that Council Executive Director, Judy McDonald and her husband John, just welcomed a new grandson and also celebrated their 40th Anniversary. Mendoza also reported that Council Past Chair, Robin Wall is recovering from surgery and she sounds great; and advocate Connie Arnold is recovering from surgery and she asked him to report that the paperwork she promised to everyone will be delayed. 

Chair Mendoza reported on the move and consolidation of Council Headquarters and Area Board 3 offices at 1507 21st Street in Sacramento.  Mendoza praised the hard work of staff members over two weekends, to complete this consolidation and move.  He also announced that copies of the new Council brochures and 2003 Annual Report are being distributed and are also being mailed to the Council’s mailing list.

V. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT




Council Executive Director, J. McDonald thanked all staff members for their hard work in moving all the offices. Her written report (attached) was distributed.   

VI. MONDAY PUBLIC COMMENTS/DISCUSSION 
A.
Public Comments:   
Jim Stream, Executive Director of Arc Riverside – spoke on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD).  He stated that this is a real problem and some of these people just don’t know where to go for help.  He informed the Council of a conference on this issue and passed out a flyer. He reported that 1 out of 100 kids has FASD.

Kathy Page (public) – has a 23 year-old adopted son with FASD.  He was adopted, has an IQ of 125 and can pass tests but cannot apply the information.  She stated that society does not understand his central nervous system damage because his expressive language is intact.  However, his receptive language is not functioning.  She said she took her son to about 30 clinicians in an effort to receive help for his difficulties. She finally realized what was wrong with him when he was 16 years-old. She also reported that the Center for Disease Control (CDC) is working to put together information on FASD.

Andrea Kesterson (public) – has an adopted son with FASD.  They were involved in a study that determined that while her son is 9 years-old, he communicates at the level of a 5 or 6 year-old and his social skills are at the level of a 2-year old child.  She is worried for his future.  

Tony Anderson – Executive Director of Arc of California – stated that he is getting more and more calls on this issue of FASD.  The Arc is going to hold a briefing at the Capitol, and the Arc is getting great support from several Legislators. Mr. Anderson also stated that FASD is a disability that is preventable.  The Arc of California is going to start a task force on FASD.  He encouraged the Council to look at the information that was distributed.  

Council Members discussed the public comments.  Member Sascha Bittner stated she has been working with kids for 17 years, and she has seen an increase in FASD.  It’s incredibly important to deal with this disability. She hopes the Council will deal with this.  Member Doug Haney stated that he set up the original Sacramento County task force and drug diversion program.  He does a lot of work on fetal alcohol disorder issues.  Member Joe Goeden discussed how to get this issue included in legislation, and suggested that the Council receive a presentation on FASD.  Member Dan Boomer suggested to the parents that they might be able, at the Individual Education Plan (IEP) level, to obtain data on FASD.  

Chair Mendoza thanked everyone for their public comments and said that a FASD presentation would be included on a future Council agenda.  

VII. ACTION/DISCUSSION/INFORMATION ITEMS:

A. CLOSED SESSION: 


                  
The Council went into Closed Session at 2:40 p.m., and reconvened in open session at 3:36 p.m..  Chair Mendoza reported that there was no action from the Closed Session.

B.  Systemic Barriers to Community Inclusion:               

At the request of Member Stacy McQueen, who represents Area Board 12 Catchment area, the Council considered both recent and longstanding barriers to communicate inclusion with a focus on barrier to residential resources and services.  The focus was on two communities in the Area Board 12 catchment area that had recently objected to homes serving individuals with developmental disabilities being established in their communities.  Historical information was also presented, including from Council Members Lupe Perez and Joe Goeden on some views of local government entities.   
Member S. McQueen stated that she doesn’t yet have good news.  The issue is not resolved and may not be for awhile.  The community wants a guarantee that anyone placed in the group home has no criminal background. The community is at odds with the Area Board and the Regional Center.  Member McQueen said that she had to remind everyone of the Fair Housing Act.  Members and the public discussed this issue.  Member Ken Buono stated that this issue is complicated and is being looked at by the Legislature and the State Auditor.  He also said that the courts are requiring placement of these individuals in and around the community.  Member Catherine Ellis raised concerns about the confidentiality rights of the consumers.  Jim Stream, Executive Director of the Arc-Riverside, stated that a radio station and newspaper editorial in their area fanned the flame on this issue; and that one home was vandalized.  Member S. Bittner stated that it is ironic that people are worried about safety but they turn around and vandalize. Member L. Perez stated there are also issues in court in Fresno over the same kind of issue. Member, J. Goeden stated that there are a lot of wrong assumptions being made about people with disabilities. UCE Representative Andrew Russell suggested that, through the University Centers for Excellence (UCE), it may be possible to find out examples where these barriers were successfully removed. Council Chief Deputy Director, Cynthia Fair, suggested that this barrier to community inclusion could become part of the new State Plan so the Council could consider grants to develop community supports to help eliminate these negative attitudes. Chair Mendoza suggested opening a dialogue with cities and counties, and also involve our DD Act partners, PAI and the UCEs.  

The Council recessed at 5:20 p.m.

TUESDAY, JULY 20, 2004 

The Council reconvened at 9:30 a.m.

C. Voting Rights: 




At the request of Member D. Boomer, the Council discussed new voting processes that may impact citizens with disabilities, including that some individuals prefer voting with a punch card ballot while others prefer electronic/computer screen ballots. Member Boomer stated that individuals with disabilities should be able to cast their vote at the polling place, rather than only by absentee ballot.  Member D. Haney said he would bring this issue back to Protection and Advocacy, Inc. (PAI), because PAI has the federal grant to assist Californians with disabilities in voting.  Chair P. Mendoza stated that the main key is having a variety of methods to accommodate everyone, and making sure polling places are accessible. 

D. Public Comments

There were no public comments.

E. State Budget 2004-05 Update:


                      

The Council received an update on the 2004-2005 State Budget.

Council staff, Robert Sifuentes reported that the issues between the Legislature and the Administration that is preventing the passage of the 2004-05 State Budget have not yet been resolved. 

F.  Minutes of the May 17-18, 2004 Council Meeting:                                                                

       The Council approved the minutes of the May 17-18, 2004, meeting with an amendment to 

 add Member Laura Ramos as in attendance. 

 IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED (S. MADEN/D. HANEY) AND CARRIED TO APPROVE      THE MINUTES AS AMENDED.
G. Conflict of Interest Waiver Requests:

                            

a.) Alta California Regional Center 



THE COUNCIL MOVED/SECONDED (S. MADEN/D. HANEY) AND APPROVED ALTA CALIFORNIA REGIONAL CENTER (ACRC) BOARD’S REQUEST  FOR A CONFLICT OF INTEREST WAIVER FOR MS. BONNIE DAVIES, INCLUDING HER CONTINUING AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE ACRC’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS, WITH THE CONDITIONS OFFERED BY MS. BONNIE DAVIES. 



Members S. Bittner, L. Terry, B. Moore and K. Buono abstained.

b)  Regional Center of the East Bay

THE COUNCIL MOVED/SECONDED (D. HANEY/S. BITTNER) AND APPROVED REGIONAL CENTER OF THE EAST BAY (RCEB) BOARD’S REQUEST  FOR A CONFLICT OF INTEREST WAIVER FOR MS. ANN STRUTHERS, INCLUDING HER CONTINUING AS A BOARD MEMBER OF THE RCEB’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS, WITH THE CONDITIONS OFFERED BY MS. ANN STRUTHERS.

Members P. Mendoza, L. Terry, B. Moore and K. Buono abstained

H. Senate Bill (SB) 1365 – Additional Recommendation:          
The Council considered the Quality Development Committee’s additional recommendation regarding SB 1365 (Chesbro).

IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED (S. MADEN/D. HANEY) AND CARRIED TO CONTINUE SUPPORTING SB 1365, WITH THE REQUEST TO THE AUTHOR THAT THE COUNCIL BE ADDED AS A MEMBER OF THE PROPOSED OLMSTEAD ADVISORY COUNCIL, THAT ALL THE OLMSTEAD MEETINGS BE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS, AND THAT STAKEHOLDERS BE INVITED TO ATTEND THE MEETINGS.   

Members, L. Terry, K. Buono, and B. Moore abstained. 

I. Collaboration with DD Act Partners: 


    

The Council received a presentation on recent training by the federal Administration on Developmental Disabilities, including what is necessary to meet the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 (DD Act) collaboration requirements.  The Council also received information on a planned presentation, with the University Centers for Excellence (UCE), on collaboration.

J. Report from Strategic Planning Subcommittee: 



         
Subcommittee Chair, C. Ellis, presented the Subcommittee’s recommendations for the Council’s vision and mission statements. 

IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED (D. BOOMER/DR. RUSSELL) AND CARRIED TO APPROVE THE NEW VISION STATEMENT:   CALIFORNIANS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES ARE GUARANTEED THE SAME FULL AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS AS ALL AMERICANS; AND 

APPROVED THE NEW MISSION STATEMENT:   THE COUNCIL COLLABORATIVELY ADVOCATES, PROMOTES AND IMPLEMENTS POLICIES AND PRACTICES THAT ACHIEVE SELF-DETERMINATION, INDEPENDENCE, PRODUCTIVITY AND INCLUSION IN ALL ASPECTS OF COMMUNITY LIFE FOR CALIFORNIANS WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES.  

Subcommittee Chair Ellis stated that, as previously approved, XenologiX will conduct a survey of Council staff and stakeholders that is an environmental scan for strategic planning, and also helps the Council begin to develop the next State Plan. 

K. Organization Outcomes Update:
                                                     

      Member S. Bittner reported that she attended the Council Management Meeting with the Council Deputy Directors and the Executive Directors of the Area Board Offices, and it was a very wonderful meeting. Zero-based budgeting was discussed and it was good to see everyone working together.  It was a very positive meeting. Council Executive Director, J. McDonald thanked Member Bittner for attending the meeting.  McDonald also reported that with the lifting of the travel ban, management meetings would be held on a regular bi-monthly basis.  The next meeting is scheduled for August 9, 2004. Deputy Director Alan Kerzin stated that at the end of the meeting they received a lot of positive feedback.  Chair P. Mendoza acknowledged everyone that put together the meeting, and stated that although he wasn’t able to be there due to a medical appointment, he would attend future Council Management Meetings.  He recognized Member Bittner for all the hard work that she does for the Council.  

L. Interagency Agreements (IAA) and Contracts:
                      
a) Deputy Director A. Kerzin presented information on the new three-year IAA from the Department of Developmental Services (DDS).  One IAA is to continue conducting Life Quality Assessments (LQA) for regional center consumers in out-of-home placement. The other IAA combines the Clients’ Rights Advocacy Services and Volunteer Advocacy Services (CRA/VAS) at the Developmental Centers. These IAAs generate a little over 6 million dollars a year for the Council.

b) WestEd – Proposed IAA to maintain the Council’s electronic Library.  Executive Director J. McDonald presented information about the proposed IAA with WestEd to maintain the Council’s on-site and electronic library.  McDonald stated that the Council owns the software and the electronic library is housed on the WestEd server.  The State Data Center has indicated that the cost for the Council to maintain the electronic library on their server would be far more than the cost of the proposed IAA.  McDonald requested that the Council approve the IAA for staff support for maintaining the on-site library, at the Council office, and maintaining the electronic library and updates on the WestEd server, throughout 2004-05.  


IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED (D. HANEY/J. WILSTED) AND CARRIED TO APPROVE ENTERING INTO THE PROPOSED LIBRARY IAA WITH WESTED, FOR UP TO $44,000. 

Member, L. Terry abstained. 

c)
Laurie St. Pierre and Associates - Contract to conduct the LQAs required by the IAA with DDS, for the Area Board 11 Office of the State Council.   Executive Director McDonald reported that all area boards have a staff person for LQA except Area Board 11, which has contracted with Laurie St. Pierre and Associates to conduct LQA services in the Area Board 11 catchment.  She requested the Council approve this sole-source contract for one year, while headquarters worked with the Area Board 11 office and the Department of Finance to establish staff positions for conducting LQAs. Department of General Services has indicated that they would approve the sole-source contract for one year.  The funds for the contract are included in Area Board 11’s allocation from the LQA IAA with DDS. 


IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED (S. BITTNER/D. BOOMER) AND CARRIED TO ACCEPT THE CONTRACT WITH LAURIE ST. PIERRE AS PRESENTED.

Members B. Moore and L. Terry abstained. 

M. Dr. Anderson Health Care Professional Award:


     
The Council discussed the venue for presenting the 2004 Dr. Anderson Award.  

Member Bob Jacobs suggested there are any number of meetings where this award can be given.  He suggested considering the American Academy of Pediatric Physicians conference, or the Early Intervention conference.  Staff will research events/locations and report to the Executive Committee. 

N. Fiscal Information




         
The Council received updated information regarding fiscal matters.  No action was taken.

O. State Plan Update: (Standing Item):

 



The Council received an update on the State Plan from staff J. Eaton, including the requirement to report collaboration in the planning process. No action was taken.

P.  Proclamations and Resolutions: (Standing Item):





The Council considered Proclamations and Resolutions, including:

a.) Stella Miller – retiring from 25 years of service to the Area Board 13 Office. 

IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED (DR. BOOMER/DR. JACOBS) AND CARRIED TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION AS PRESENTED. (attached)    
b.) Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED (DR. BOOMER/S. BITTNER) AND CARRIED TO APPROVE THE PROCLAMATION AS PRESENTED. (attached)   
Q. Council Members’ Discussion Item and Reports: 
Members were asked to submit written reports, if possible.

1) Sunny Maden

At-Large Parent of DC Resident

S. Maden stated that her activities have centered around individuals that live in developmental centers and she has met with parent group at Agnews for CASH/PCR.  

2) Peter Mendoza

Senate Nominated Consumer 
P. Mendoza expressed his personal thanks to all the members for accomplishing a lot over the last two days.  He wants to be sure that at least part of one day at each meeting is set aside for in-depth discussion on systemic issues.  

3) Cindy Simon

At-Large Parent 

She attended her first Tarjan Center Community Advisory meeting and looks forward to the next one. 

4) Julie E. Wilsted

Area Board 7 Catchment Area Representative

She is happy in her new home and she invited everyone to come down to visit her.

5) Drew Russell/Olivia Raynor  UCLA Center for Excellence/Tarjan Center Representative

Dr. Russell thanked the Council and hopes to participate more actively.  Part of the UCE’s focus is on mental health issues impacting persons with developmental disabilities; and they also focus on art and persons with developmental disabilities.  The Tarjan Center recently received two grants about National Service and Inclusion.  Dr. Raynor is in Washington in a major meeting regarding the National Endowment of the Arts. She’s also completed a book that focuses on inclusion with people with developmental disabilities in arts.   He agrees that collaboration is key in the DD Act and that we need to focus on that together. 

6) Laura A. Ramos

Area Board 4 Catchment Area Representative

L. Ramos presented a written report (attached).  Her facilitator, Deanna DuPont, Council staff at the Area Board 4 Office, responded on the voting education program at Sonoma Developmental Center.  She offered to make a presentation on this to the Council.  

7) Bradley J. Putz

Area Board 6 Catchment Area Representative

B. Putz reported that the Area Board office is collaborating with the Valley Mountain Regional Center. After the last Council meeting, as the People First of California President he helped host the National Self Advocacy Conference, in Anaheim. He displayed the t-shirts with the logo from the Conference.  He was also pleased to report that People First of California hosted the biggest National Conference ever. In 2 years they might go over that because Region 6 and 9 are combining and they are thinking of going to Florida. 

8) Lupe M. Perez

Area Board 8 Catchment Area Representative

L. Perez had no additional report. 

9) Stacy L. McQueen

Area Board 12 Catchment Area Representative

S. McQueen provided an update on the residential issues that were discussed the previous day by the Council.  She had received word that one of the towns had agreed to meet with the regional center and area board, and were even willing to meet on a Saturday. 

10) Theodore H. Martens

Area Board 9 Catchment Area Representative

T. Marten had no additional report. 

11) Cliff Allenby/Ken Buono

Department of Developmental Services (DDS)

K. Buono discussed a very strong letter that the DDS Director had sent to Alta California Regional Center expressing serious concerns with the conduct of the regional center in several areas.  DDS will meet with the board on the 28th of July. He also reported that the family cost participation has been approved as of now.  Share of Cost fees will be on a sliding scale beginning at 400 percent above poverty. It will be administered at the Regional Center level. They are working to keep it fair to families.  Purchase of Service good news is that a number of cost containment measures worked.  DDS received a freeze exemption to hire five staff from Department of Rehabilitation to work with DDS on transferring the Habilitation Services Program (HSP) to DDS.

12) Sylvia Barron
Area Board 13 Catchment Area Representative

S. Barron reported that Area Board 13 is working on a handbook for County Supervisors of Imperial and San Diego Counties on appointing people to the Area Board, and the responsibilities of Board membership. She will bring a copy to the next meeting. Several Council Grants were awarded to the area, including one to Imperial County. AB 13 has been asked to get involved in the community activities and advocate and educate people on what they do.  Each board member has to report on what they have done to educate people. 

13) Sascha M. Bittner

Area Board 5 Catchment Area Representative

S. Bittner had no additional report. 

14) Catherine M. Ellis

Area Board 10 Catchment Area Representative

C. Ellis said that she had been on vacation and will submit her report in writing. (attached) 

15) Joseph Goeden

Area Board 3 Catchment Area Representative

J. Goeden reported on Area Board 3 office moving to 21st Street. 

16) Douglas R. Haney

Protection & Advocacy, Inc. (PAI)

PAI has gathered legal documents on medications causing death and he distributed some   information.  He also reported that the PAI’s meeting went extremely well. 

17) Robert Jacobs

USC Center for Excellence (UCE)

Dr. R. Jacobs had no additional report. 

18) Yvonne P. Kluttz

Area Board 11 Catchment Area Representative

Y. Kluttz submitted a written report (attached).

19) Jack O'Connell/Dan Boomer 

Department of Education 
Dr. D .Boomer stated that he thinks things are fairly stable and he is not aware of any proposed funding cuts to Special Education, however, there may ultimately be some local funding reductions.  He has received an increase in complaints, which have tripled.  He also has a personal project assisting a consumer, that developed out of the Council’s poster art project  Hopefully there will be another positive outcome to the Poster Art Contest!  

20) Lynda Terry/Carol Williams-Manson
Department of Aging

L. Terry had no additional report.

21) Catherine Campisi/Gary Kuwabara
Department of Rehabilitation 
G. Kuwabara reported that in Department of Rehabilitation they have a 28% decrease in their budget, because of the transfer of the Habilitation program to DDS and because they have lost 118 positions.  They look forward to working and collaborating with DDS and stakeholders in the Habilitation transfer. 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:  

IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED (J. WILSTED/L. RAMOS) AND CARRIED TO APPROVE ADJOURNING THE MEETING AT 2:41 P.M. 

The next Council Meeting is currently scheduled for September 20-21, 2004, in Sacramento.

NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 1507 21st STREET, SUITE 210, SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
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