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SCHOOL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
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SUMMARY Unforiunately, across the nation regular
news reperts describing incidents being
SB 1872 protects children getting o and from stranded inside a bus for howss umii SENpERiS
schoo! by establishing safe pupi! ireasportation realizes they are missing. These rep ris includs
s2s ¢o help prevent chiic Heing cases imvolving special-needs stigenis, who are
=00l buses unattended. often the most vulnerable and sometirnes non-
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beging and ends with 2 wip on a schooi
bus. Although schoo[ buses provide one of the safest

modss of framsportation, there are still schoo! bus-
relajed injuries, and unfortunately some fatalities,
every year,

in Califemia, school districts provide trapsportation
between home and school for aboui one in eight
students. About 700,000, or about 12 percemt, of
Califorania students ride the school bus oa a daily
basis. Districts provide transportation for a variety
of reasons, including concerns that siudenis lack
alternative wmethods of getting to school as well as
federal laws that require certain groups of students,
including some students with disabilities, to be
bused.

L.0ading and unloading is the most dangerous time
for students and can be a matier of life or death.
Children lefi unaitended on a bus may be subject to
extremely cold or hot temperatures causing injury,
trauma, or death. Tragically, a special-nesds student
recently died after being left inside a bus on 2 hot
day in Whittier, California.
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CURRENT 1AW

Current law requires public and private school
districts to create and follow a transportation safety
plan coataining procedures to ensuie the safe
transportation of pupils. The plan must include
specific procedures on boarding and exiting a school
bus at each pupil’s bus stop and at the final frip
destinztion.

Additionally, to operate a school bus, a driver is
required to obtain a California Special Driver
Certificate from the Department of Motor Vehicles
(DMV), which entails classroom insiruction, special
training, and testing. Annnal renewal of the
certificaie is required and involves 16 hours of
rencwal classroom instruction, behind-the-wheel
training, or in-service training.
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THIS BILL

= Reguires the equipping of all school buses with
=n ol system designed o pesvent children
frozw being left unattendod on buses by requiring
the driver 1o walk to the back of the bus to
deactivate the system and thus make certain the
Bus is smply.

> Afds s inspection safely procedures to the
Teazsportation Safety Plan in Educstion Code
Szc. 39831.3 mnd requires bus drivers to review
e safety protocol during smnusi renewal
reining,

= Adds 2 reporting requircment $o ensure that the
DMV is notified of cases when a child is left on
a bus unsttended.

»  Authorizes the DMV io refuse to renew, and/or
zevoks, or suspend a bus driver’s certificate if
the dviver has been reporied to the DMV for
leaving a pupil unattended on 2 school bus.

STATUS

Febenary 16, 2016 — Introducsd

SUPPORT

»  Noue on File
OPPOSITION

»  None on File

FOR MORE INFORMATION

ndiva McDonald
Office of Senator Tony Mendozs
(916} 651-40532
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