


































































COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM DETAIL SHEET 
 
 

BILL: SB 277, as amended, Pan. Public health: vaccinations. 
 
ISSUE:  Should vaccinations be mandatory?  
 
SUMMARY: This bill eliminates the personal belief exemption from the requirement 
that children receive vaccines for certain infectious diseases prior to being admitted to 
any public or private elementary or secondary school or day care center. 
 
BACKGROUND/ISSUES/ANALYSIS: From the senate analysis: Author's statement.  
According to the author, in early 2015,California became the epicenter of a measles 
outbreak which was the result of unvaccinated individuals infecting vulnerable 
individuals including children who are unable to receive vaccinations due to health 
conditions or age requirements.  
 
According to the CDC, there were been more cases of measles in January 2015 in the 
U.S. than in any one month in the past 20 years. Measles has spread through 
California and the U.S., in large part, because of communities with large  numbers of 
unvaccinated people. Between 2000 and 2012, the number of PBEs from vaccinations 
required for school entry that were filed rose by 337 percent. In 2000, the PBE rate for 
kindergartners entering California schools was under one percent.  
 
However, as of 2012, that number rose to 2.6 percent. From 2012 to 2014, the number 
of children entering kindergarten without receiving some or all of their required 
vaccinations due to their parent's personal beliefs increased to 3.15 percent (a 25 
percent increase over the previous two years).  In certain pockets of California, 
exemption rates are as high as 21 percent which places our communities at risk for      
preventable diseases. Given the highly contagious nature of diseases such as measles, 
vaccination rates of up to 95 percent are necessary to preserve herd immunity and 
prevent future outbreaks. 

 
DISCUSSION: This bill is highly emotionally charged to say the least. Thus, a short 
detail sheet cannot possibly do justice to both sides of the debate.  
 
Worries about how this bill might impact the right to a public education aside, it could 
reasonably be said SB 277 essentially comes down to two competing visions of what 
constitutes ‘the public good”.   



Vaccination advocates assert the public good is best served by vaccinating as many 
people as possible, and there is virtually no compelling medical evidence suggesting an 
autism/vaccine link. In fact, just the opposite is true. 
 
Those opposed to mandatory vaccinations assert that such evidence does exist, 
though they feel it is ignored. They further contend the testimony of many parents who 
observed adverse changes in their children immediately after a vaccination cannot be 
discounted. They argue the collective public good is best served by allowing parents 
the right to make health decisions for their children.                          
 

RECOMMENDATION:  None. 
 
COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVE:  Goal 10: Health. 
Individuals with developmental disabilities understand their options 
regarding health services and have access to a full range of 
coordinated health, dental and mental health services in their 
community. 

ATTACHMENTS:  None.     
 
PREPARED:  Bob Giovati 
 

  
 








































