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ISSUE:  Should the Council advocate for the Lanterman Coalition to support, not only a 10% investment in provider rate increases, but also for restoration of suspended and capped services?

SUMMARY:  The Lanterman Coalition, consisting of the 19 statewide organizations of the California Developmental Services system, has urged a 10% increase in the IDD system to stop the current funding crisis from escalating, and to stabilize the system.  The SCDD is a member of the Lanterman Coalition.

BACKGROUND/ISSUES/ANALYSIS:  The Lanterman Coalition web site, states: “ The Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Act is a promise. It’s a California law that guarantees people with developmental disabilities receive the quality services they deserve to help them reach their full developmental potential, while empowering them to live as independently as possible in integrated communities of their choice.

Today it’s a broken promise. Long-term funding shortfalls that were exacerbated by more than $1 billion in cuts during the Great Recession have left the Lanterman Act severely underfunded.  Many services have been decimated and community based providers across California are being forced to lower standards, slash programs and shut their doors. While much of the economy has recovered from the deep recession, the state’s system of care under the Lanterman Act remains in real jeopardy.  We need a 10% across the board increase for regional centers and community providers.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]According to the 2015 Association of Regional Center Agencies (ARCA) report entitled, “On The Brink of Collapse”, “California’s developmental services system has no waitlist and offers services to both individuals with more significant needs that qualify for federal funding as well as those with less significant needs who do not. In spite of its broader entitlement, California spends less on its developmental services system for each resident of the state than most other states in the nation. When taking into account the relative wealth of each state, California’s performance is even lower and continues to decline. At this point, California spends the least amount of any state on services for each individual with a developmental disability that qualifies for community-based services eligible for federal funding (through federal/state agreements known as “Medicaid Waivers”).

Without question, relative funding levels for California’s community-based
developmental services system have fallen in the last two decades, with the most precipitous decline seen during the Great Recession, which began in late 2007. Many service providers are now making the difficult choice to either trim service standards and expectations or to close up shop. The balance is beginning to tip with more providers each year deciding to discontinue services and inadequate numbers of new
providers willing to fill the gap.

California’s community-based service system for people with developmental disabilities, once the pride of the nation, has fallen to the very bottom due to chronic underfunding and indifference. This underfunding has been noted repeatedly over the last two decades, and the system has been engaged in the struggle to manage the impacts and consequences of the underfunding since. Actions during the recent recession have pushed the community system to the tipping point and only immediate relief will prevent the collapse of the system, a system that has increasingly struggled under the weight of inadequate funding to provide appropriate services and supports to allow individuals to achieve meaningful, integrated lives in the community.”
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