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ISSUE:  Should the Council advocate for affordable and accessible transportation options for the I/DD community in the Los Angeles metro area?

SUMMARY:  The Los Angeles Area Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) has recommended the full Council advocate for affordable and accessible transportation options for the I/DD community in the Los Angeles metro area.

BACKGROUND/ISSUES/ANALYSIS:  The challenges for I/DD individuals to find affordable and accessible transportation options are well known. In, “Transportation Patterns and Problems of People with Disabilities”, Sandra Rosenbloom notes the following: 

“Transportation is an extremely important policy issue for those with disabilities. People with disabilities have consistently described how transportation barriers affect their lives in important ways. Over the last two decades the National Organization on Disability (NOD) has sponsored three successive Harris polls with people with disabilities, and respondents in each survey have reported that transportation issues are a crucial concern. In the last survey, undertaken in 2004, just under a third of those with disabilities reported that inadequate transportation was a problem for them; of those individuals, over half said it was a major problem. The more severe the disability of the respondent was, the more serious were the reported transportation problems (National Organization on Disability-Harris Interactive, 2004).”

According to MoveLA.org, the L.A. Metro Board is in the process of developing a Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and a transportation funding ballot measure.  Issues of accessible transportation for those with disabilities must be made a priority in both of these efforts.  Increased mobility offers greater independence, employment and educational opportunities, and improved quality of life.  The lack of accessible and affordable transportation is a large issue facing many people in Los Angeles County today. Transit users who have disabilities can find travel around the county even more challenging.   A growing number of seniors in face similar obstacles to their mobility as they become less physically robust and incur disabilities, including those impacting their hearing and vision. In L.A. County approximately one-third of adults over the age of sixty have one or more disabilities.  According to national research adults with disabilities are twice as likely as those without disabilities to have inadequate transportation.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The goal is to include these in the LRTP and an inclusive transit ballot measure. Achieving the four objectives outlined below will result in valuable resources being used more effectively throughout the system. 

1. Education:
0. Increase outreach and education about what public transportation services are available for people with disabilities/seniors and how to use them;
0. Increase governmental and public awareness about the needs of people with disabilities that create mobility challenges and obstacles;
0. Improve training of transit employees to increase their awareness of the needs of those with disabilities (including training to deploy onboard ramps when requested, to allow additional time for seniors and those with disabilities to board and exit buses, providing a safe place to stand or sit, etc.).

1. Accessibility on Fixed Route Transit:
1. Keep fares low and allow for subsidized transit for lower income people;
1. Improve and expand ‘first mile/last mile’ options such as wheelchair accessible shuttles, taxis, and other ride-sharing opportunities;
1. Ensure physical accessibility to public transit (i.e. install curb cuts, keep sidewalks in good repair and streets clear of obstructions); 
1. Build and maintain fully accessible, functioning rail and bus stations (elevators to platforms, clean and accessible restrooms, etc.);
1. Integrate all transportation modes (Metro buses and rail, city buses, Access and other paratransit) to ease coordination of travel from both the sidewalk to bus and from county to county. 

1. Funding for Access and other paratransit services:
2. Fund reliable, timely Access and para-transit systems that span both local and county-wide destinations:  including more vehicles, more drivers, better training for drivers about consumer needs;
2. Improve communication between para-transit and public transit to make transfers between the systems easier and more effective;
2. Fund the Volunteer Driver Program to allow more transportation options.

1.  Enhanced Safety and Security:
1. Expand the numbers of trained and visible staff providing security on buses and rail;
1. Provide more staff on buses and rail to be helpful to people with disabilities;
1. Increase safety precautions and ensure accessibility during the construction of rail lines and other roadway repairs and improvements;
1. Increase awareness and options of how to avoid conflict in shared space with wheelchairs, bicycles, strollers, etc. 
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