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COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM DETAIL SHEET 
25th Anniversary of the  

Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
ISSUE:  Should the Council convene a panel of prior Council Chairs to 
address civil rights progress over the past 25 years and the Council’s role 
in achieving that progress?  
 
SUMMARY:  From ADAanniversary.org: On July 26 and throughout the 
year, individuals and organizations will celebrate the progress made 
through implementation of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  

BACKGROUND/ISSUES/ANALYSIS:  From ADA.Gov: The Americans 

ADA was signed into law on July 26, 1990. The ADA is one of America's 

most comprehensive pieces of civil rights legislation that prohibits 

discrimination and guarantees that people with disabilities have the same 

opportunities as everyone else to participate in the mainstream of 

American life -- to enjoy employment opportunities, to purchase goods 

and services, and to participate in State and local government programs 

and services. Modeled after the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin – 

and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 – the ADA is an "equal 

opportunity" law for people with disabilities. 

DISCUSSION:  The Council has played a pivotal role in advancing the goals of 
the ADA and the rights of people with I/DD. By inviting a panel of former Council 
chairs to speak about the history of our organization, and civil rights progress in 
California since the passage of the ADA, we can reclaim our heritage and 
sharpen the focus of our ongoing work.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Support. 
 
PREPARED:  Bob Giovati 

http://adata.org/learn-about-ada















































































































































