Legislative & Public Policy Committee (LPPC) Minutes 
May 13, 2013
	Members Present
	Members Absent

	Ray Ceragioli, Chair 

Jennifer Allen
Connie Lapin 

April Lopez 

Lisa Davidson


	David Mulvaney 

Barbara Wheeler
Dan Boomer 

Tho Vinh Banh 

David Forderer

Others Present 

Mark Polit

Bob Phillips
Anastasia Bacigalupo
Jim Shorter, GGRC

Daniel Savino, ARCA

Barry Benda, Lifehouse




1. Call to order
Ray Ceragioli, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:37 AM.
2. ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM
A quorum was NOT established.
3. INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Members introduced themselves and announcements were made.
4. APPROVAL OF April 4, 2013 MINUTES
Minutes were reviewed. But not voted on due to a lack of a quorum.
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
It was discussed that regional centers have public meetings on equity of the distribution of services.  These meetings are often not well attended.  Area Boards could make an effort to get the word out in ways that people understand the issue and why it is important.
6. LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 
A.  State Budget Update

Mark Polit updated the Committee on the state budget.
B. State Legislative Issues

i. Update on Sponsored Bills.   Mark Polit reported that all three sponsored bills were placed on the Appropriations Suspense File.  AB 1041, Employment First, received an analysis of unknown costs.  Staff is working with Appropriations staff to address cost concerns and meeting with key legislative offices.  SB 577, Employment Pilot, may be amended to remove the incentive section until the question of federal financial participation can be resolved.  Alternatively, the bill could be withdrawn from consideration this year to address concerns about the bill.  That would allow us to work on the bill until it is brought up for consideration again in January.  SB 163, regional center financial responsibility for co-pays and deductibles, has significant costs assigned in the analysis.  However, we are claiming that the bill is consistent with existing law, and therefore cost neutral.  The same issues that SB 163 is addressing are also being addressed in the budget process.  Advocates are hoping that the Administration will address those issues in the May Revise.

ii.   AB 620 (Buchanan), Safety Plan.   Mark Polit explained that the bill is moving to the Senate.  Polit met with the author and expressed LPPC concerns.  The author is considering amendments that would clarify that the safety plan required by the bill would be part of the already required plan for the consumer in those programs.  This would eliminate the creation of another plan, and the composition of the planning teams would already be addressed in statute. These amendments will be considered at the next LPPC meeting.

iii. SB 579 (Berryhill), Quality Oversight.  This bill is sponsored by ARCA.  The committee invited representatives from ARCA to present on the legislation. Jim Shorter of GGRC, Daniel Savino of ARCA, and Barry Benda of Lifehous presented. The bill would create pilot projects at 3-5 regional centers to change the way quality oversight of services is managed.

 Barry Benda used to work for GGRC and now works for a vendor.  He sees the multiple layers of monitoring that vendors experience, often overlapping, and often not useful.  He mentioned a group home that started a vegetable garden, and were told by licensing that they could have the garden, but they couldn’t eat the food they grew. 
The state and stakeholders have discussed this for at lest 15 years, but there has been no significant change.  At GGRC, a group of vendors brought in several people with quality oversight expertise, including Sherry Beamer, Ellen Goldblatt, and Eric Zigman.  They worked with GGRC and charted the various levels of oversight and identified overlaps.

Jim Shorter commented that quality oversight of licensed facilities were not initially added to regional center responsibilities because the regional centers were still developing.  Now they are developed, and they can take on more responsibility. Regional center clients are only 6% of the Community Care Licensing caseload; thus their focus is not on people with I/DD>  Whoever monitors should understand our population.
Connie commented that during the system reform effort, someone commented that it is cheaper to have checklists than to focus on outcomes. But we need outcomes based oversight, like this bill is proposing. We also want an independent entity that understands our system.  Who should that be?  Regional centers?  Area Boards?  The sponsors indicated an openness to who should have that responsibility.
Lisa Davidson indicated that quality oversight information should be public.  Jim Shorter stated that it should be boiled down so the information is accessible. It was discussed that consumers and families should participate in quality evaluation. And they need to be involved in the design of these pilots.

The LPPC will discuss this bill further at the next meeting.

iv. Update on Bills with Council Position  - The Committee was updated on the status of the legislation.  Connie updated the Committee on SB 468, Self-Determination, which got a price tag of $6M in The Appropriations analysis. She mentioned that ARCA is “Support with Amendments”. The sponsors will entertain amendments if they get past Appropriations.  She asked that SCDD express it’s support to Appropriations.
C. SCDD Legislative Platform Review.  This agenda item was deferred to the June meeting.
7. FEDERAL BUDGET/LEGISLATIVE REPORT


A.   Fair Labor Standards Act. There was a lively discussion of the proposed Department of Labor rule change on overtime hours that would affect home based attendant services, such as supported living and IHSS.  Connie Lapin expressed concerns that the requirement to pay overtime would not be paid for in rates, and force changes in schedules that would be a hardship for the people served, family members and workers.  The decision of issuing the rules may be immanent. 
It was discussed that the Committee would track the progress of this issue and try to ensure that both the rights of people served and workers are addressed in any changes.
B. Federal Budget Update.  This agenda item was not discussed
C. TEAM Act.  This agenda item was not discussed.
8. MEETING SCHEDULE  

The June meeting is scheduled for June 13.
9. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 2:47 PM.
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