Legislative & Public Policy Committee (LPPC) 
March 12, 2013 
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1. Call to order
Ray Ceragioli, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:31 AM.
2. ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM
A quorum was established.
3. INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Members introduced themselves and announcements were made.
4. APPROVAL OF 1/24/13 MINUTES
It was moved, seconded (Lopez/Allen), and carried to approve the LPPC minutes as written.
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Connie Lapin distributed a report by the UN Human Right Council documenting instances of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in different countries.  Among the situations cited in the US, it cited the use of electric shock at Judge Rotenberg Center in MA.
Lapin expressed concern on the pending US Department of Labor Regulations concerning overtime and minimum wage for household workers.  Some disability organization are concerned that having to pay overtime to workers in supported living would lead to disruptions in services.  The committee agreed to discuss the DOL proposed regulations at the April LPPC meeting.
6. LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 
A. State Legislative Issues

i. Employment Bills 
AB 1041 (Chesbro) Employment First Policy - Concern was raised that future legislation address responsibility of public education to prepare students for work from an early age. Lopez moved, Shipp seconded to recommend support of Council Sponsored AB 1041 (Chesbro). Motion adopted unanimously.
SB 577 (Pavley), Employment Pilot Project.  Discussed that the bill was only for employment of people with autism.  Lapin moved, Boomer seconded to support SB 577 in principle, IF it is amended to address employment for people with all developmental disabilities, not just autism. Motion adopted with 6 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain.
SB 349 (Walters), Time Limit on Sheltered Work.  Committee discussed that the legislation is trying to do the right thing by moving services towards supporting people in integrated individualized employment.  However, there was concern that the method used in the bill may not be practical.  Boomer moved, Shipp seconded a motion that the Council takes a watch position.  Motion adopted unanimously.  The Committee directed Council staff  to work with the author on amending the bill to address the Committee’s concerns.
Autism only legislation - Shipp moved, Lapin seconded that  as a matter of policy, legislation should not create services within the Lanterman Act for any one developmental disability at the exclusion of other developmental disabilities. Motion adopted unanimously.
ii. SB 946 Implementation Update.  Anastasia Bacigalupo briefed the Committee on legislation introduced on behavioral health treatments for people with autism.
SB 126 (Steinberg), Extend Sunset of AB 946 to 2019. Lapin moved and Lopez seconded to support SB 126.  Motion adopted unanimously. 
Trailer Bill Language on Regional Center Financial Responsibility for Co-pays and Deductibles.  The proposed TBL would allow regional centers to pay co-pays, and requires regional centers to means test the reimbursement of co-pays.  The TBL also forbids regional centers from paying deductibles. Lapin moved, Shipp seconded that the Council advocate to amend the proposed TBL to require regional centers to pay insurance co-pays and deductibles without means testing; and where “parents” are mentioned in the TBL, also include guardians, conservators, caregivers, and authorized representatives. Motion adopted with 6 yes and one abstain. 
SB 163 (Rubio), Regional Center Financial Responsibility for Co-pays and Deductibles.   Staff reported that the bill currently has no author, since Senator Rubio resigned.  Staff to the Autism Select Committee is seeking another author and a sponsor for the legislation.  The bill currently has only spot language, but if we are sponsors we have greater control over the language developed.  This bill is offered as an alternative to the TBL discussed earlier.  Lapin moved and Lopez seconded that the Council explore sponsoring the Legislation to achieve the policy goals stated for the TBL.  The motion was adopted unanimously.  
iii. Equity and Diversity Legislation (Autism Task Force).  Mark Polit reviewed legislation introduced as a result of the Equity and Diversity Taskforce of the Senate Select Committee on Autism: AB 1232 (Perez) on modifications to the quality assessment system; SB 158 (Correa) best practices demonstration; SB 208 (Lara) regional center RFPs; SB 319 (Price) DDS reports on progress; SB 321 (Price) regional center performance contracts; SB 367 (Block) regional center annual strategic plans; and SB 555 (Correa) IPPs and IFSPs.
SB 555 (Correa) – Tho Vinh Banh from Disability Rights California presented on SB 555 and reported that DRC is sponsoring that legislation which would require IPPs and IFSPs to consider the cultural and linguistic needs of the consumer and family, in order to provide services in a linguistically and culturally appropriate manner. Lapin was concerned there were no sanctions in the bill for non-compliance.  Lopez moved and Banh seconded to support SB 555.  The motion adopted unanimously.
The committee decided to take more time to review the remaining bills at the next LPPC on April 4.
iv. Self-Determination Legislation (SB 468).  Connie Lapin presented on SB 468 (Emmerson and Beall) which is sponsored by Autism Society of LA and DRC.  She indicated that the bill is bare bones now and will be filled out. She reported broad support for the legislation.  Lapin stated that the self-determination program cap of 2500 individuals would be amended to allow open enrollment in the program after 3 years. Lapin clarified that the program will allow individuals to hire their own workers and purchase non-vendored services.  A recommendation was made to include the requirement in the legislation that all regional centers shall offer the program. Boomer moved and Shipp seconded to recommend support for SB 468. The motion was adopted unanimously.  The committee directed Council staff to work with the sponsors and authors on developing content of the legislation.
v. Housing Legislation - Greg DeGier from the Arc of California presented on the coalition work on making accessible and affordable housing more available. Coalition members include the Staet Independent Living Council, the Arc, California Foundation of Independent Living Centers, SCDD, DRC, Californians for Disability Rights and Chance Inc. The committee asked to be presented with more background on state and federal housing funding at the next meeting of the LPPC.
Banh reported on DRC sponsored housing legislation, SB 550 (Jackson). The bill would require that state requirements for accessible housing be elevated to be consistent with federal requirements and be increased from 5% accessible units to 10%. Banh moved and Lapin seconded to recommend support for SB 550.  The motion was adopted unanimously.
vi. Abuse and Neglect Legislation -  Leslie Morrison, Director of the Disability Rights California (DRC) Investigations Unit, presented on two pieces of legislation sponsored by DRC, SB 651 (Pavley and Leno) and SB 961 (Levine).  Banh moved and Shipp seconded to recommend a support position on SB 651. Motion adopted unanimously. Boomer moved and Shipp seconded to recommend support for SB 961. Motion adopted unanimously.  Morrison also presented on SB 602 (Yamada). Boomer moved and Lapin seconded to recommend support for SB 602.  Motion adopted unanimously.
vii. Other Legislation – This agenda item was not discussed because of lack of time.
B. State Budget Update – This agenda item was not discussed.
C. Area Board Legislative Update – This agenda item was not discussed

7.
FEDERAL BUDGET/LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 
This agenda item was not discussed.
8. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.
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