Legislative & Public Policy Committee (LPPC) Minutes 
June 13, 2013
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1. Call to order
Ray Ceragioli, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:12 AM.
2. ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM
A quorum was established.
3. INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Members introduced themselves and announcements were made.
4. APPROVAL OF April 4 and May 13, 2013 MINUTES
Connie Lapin moved and Jennifer Allen seconded to approve the April 4 minutes. Motion passed 6-0-1.
Connie Lapin moved and Lisa Davidson seconded to approve the May 13 minutes. Motion passed 5-0-2.

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Connie Lapin reported that SB 468, Self-Determination had no opposition and that the Board of North LA Regional Center voted to support the legislation. She also mentioned autism advocate Temple Grandin was on cover of Contra Costa Times magazine and the LA Times front page.
6. LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 
A.  SCDD Legislative and Public Policy Platform Review.
Mark Polit presented the Council’s legislative platform from the prior legislative session.  The committee reviewed the document section by section, making recommendations for changes.  Polit will prepare a new draft for the committee’s review at the next meeting.
B. Developmental Center Issues
i. Master Plan for the Future of Developmental Centers.   Chairman Ceragioli update the committee on the Task Force.  Task force members selected by Secretary Dooley include Councilmembers Kecia Weller, representing the SCDD and Catherine Blakemore.  Connie lapin from the LPPC is also a member. The first meeting of the Task force will focus on the history of the developmental centers, demographics and disability characteristics of residents, and how the Task Force will address the future of the centers.  

Eric Gelber, Legislative Director for DDS and Amy Wall overseeing the closure of Lanterman DC joined the meeting by teleconference.  They explained that the Task Force is coordinated by Secretary Dooley and her staff to develop a master plan.  The Agency is developing a webpage on the CHHS website to post materials from the Task Force.  The Legislature will be represented on the Task Force by Assemblymember Stone, Chair of the Assembly Human Services Committee and Senator Monning, Chair of the Senate Budget Subcommittee on Human Services.
ii.   Lanterman DC Closure Progress Report.  Amy Wall and Eric Gelber updated the Committee on the closure process.  Since closure was announced in 2010, the population has been reduced from 401 residents to 194.  Of the 177 who have so far transitioned to community services, 72 utilize existing resources, while 105 receive services developed specifically for people leaving LDC. 96 homes have been approved and eleven are pending, with all scheduled to be ready by January 2014.  They clarified that essentially all residents are likely to transfer to a community placement.
Employee totals were reduced in that time period from 1,280 to 826.  Only two employees, as of April, were participating in the state staff program in the community.  To facilitate transfers to community settings, $96M in Community Placement Plan funding has been used since closure was announced.  

The LPPC asked several questions that the representatives from the Department promised to get back to the committee on:

1)
What is the number of former LDC employees still in state service and where are they (prisons, other DCs, etc.)?
2)
Why is the LDC outpatient clinic not available as a specialized resource for anyone with developmental disabilities in the area?
3)
How often are crisis placements used?
4)
What was the highest number of individuals in CA’s Developmental Centers during their peak?
5)
How often to Regional Centers check on people in the community? Once people move from LDC and the enhanced follow-up discontinues, how often can they expect contact from the RCs?
6)
How many Health & Safety waivers have been requested at LDC, and how many of those were granted?
C. State Budget Update

Mark Polit updated the committee on the status of the state budget.  The Administration proposal on insurance co-pays, co-insurance and deductibles was adopted by the budget committees, with the added provision that the regional centers shall collect data to determine the costs of those re-imbursements when they can be covered (co-pays and co-insurance for families with incomes under 400% of the federal poverty limit, and when the child would otherwise not receive the therapy).  Polit also reported that budget trailer bill language was rumored to be introduced to disallow overtime hours for IHSS providers.
D. State Legislation

i. Update on Bills with Council Position  - The Committee was updated on the status of the legislation.  


ii.   AB 620 (Buchanan), Safety Plan.   Mark Polit explained that the bill has been amended to clarify that the safety plan required by the bill would be part of the already required plan for the consumer in the programs covered.  This would eliminate the creation of another plan, and the composition of the planning teams would already be addressed in statute. Connie Lapin moved and Barbara Wheeler seconded to recommend a support position to the Council.  Motion passed 6-0-1.

iii. SB 579 (Berryhill), Quality Oversight.  This bill is sponsored by ARCA.  At the last meeting, the committee hosted representatives from ARCA to present on the legislation. The bill would create pilot projects at 3-5 regional centers to change the way quality oversight of services is managed.  

Mark Polit informed the Committee that the bill is a two year bill, and will be amended to focus on transferring the licensing/oversight responsibilities of Community Care Licensing to the three pilot regional centers (or another entity). The discussion raised a concern that having regional centers provide oversight may involve a conflict of interest and that the legislation was still in a formative stage.  The Committee agreed that the topic of oversight reform is very important.  Connie Lapin moved and Jennifer Allen seconded to take a watch position on the bill.  The motion passed 7-0-0.
iv. AB 420 (Dickinson).  Mark Polit explained that AB 420 limits the ability of the school district to suspend or expel any student who has “disrupted school activities or otherwise willfully defied the valid authority” of school personnel.  Instead, AB 420 encourages the use of other means of correction as the preferred remedy for acts of disruption and defiance.  It further narrows the application of this section to only allow for suspension of high school students after multiple offenses and removes the ability to expel students for such acts. David Forderer moved and Connie Lapin seconded to recommend a support position to the Council.  Motion passed 7-0-0.
7. FEDERAL BUDGET/LEGISLATIVE REPORT



Mark Polit reported that there may be a major bi-partisan bill introduced by Senators Harkin and Alexander to re-authorize the Workforce Investment Act, with reforms benefiting people with significant disabilities.
8. MEETING SCHEDULE  

The next meeting was scheduled for August 22.  It will include a discussion of all the equity legislation and the status of the effort to bring greater equity and cultural and linguistic competency to regional center services.
9. Adjournment
Chairman Ceragioli adjourned the meeting at 3:03 PM.
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