Legislative & Public Policy Committee (LPPC) Minutes 
April 4, 2013
	Members Present
	Members Absent

	Ray Ceragioli, Chair 

Jennifer Allen
Tho Vinh Banh 

Connie Lapin 

April Lopez 

David Forderer


	David Mulvaney 

Barbara Wheeler
Lisa Davidson

Dan Boomer 

Others Present 

Karim Alipourfard 

Mark Polit

Bob Phillips
Roberta Newton

Darin Lounds


1. Call to order
Ray Ceragioli, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 10:37 AM.
2. ESTABLISHMENT OF A QUORUM
A quorum was established.
3. INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Members introduced themselves and announcements were made.
4. APPROVAL OF March 12, 2013 MINUTES
It was moved, seconded (Lopez/Allen), and carried unanimously to approve the LPPC minutes, with the following changes: Add attendees Roberta Newton and Mary Agnes Nolan.  as written.  Indicate that Lapin and Lopez moved and seconded for support of SB 126 and Lopez and Banh moved and seconded for support of SB 555.  Correct bill number of SB 555 from SB 155.
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Connie Lapin discussed that April is Autism Awareness Month. However, the Autism Self-Advocacy Network has asked that people call it Autism Acceptance Month.  This is in response to the emphasis on cure in the autism community.  The self-advocates are saying they don’t need to be changed, they need to be accepted.
6. LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 
A. State Legislative Issues

i. Equity and Diversity Legislation was discussed at length. It was discussed that the state’s goals for equity should not be achieved by decreasing services to people who have adequate service, so that everyone is inadequately served.  Instead equity should be achieved by increasing access to services for those who are underserved.  The IPP process should be administered fairly and equitably for all people.  The committee further discussed the importance of taking advantage of this opportunity to address long standing inequities in services.  
AB 1232 (Perez) would require the Department to consider outcomes based measures on cultural and linguistic competency of services when choosing a quality assessment instrument.  Lapin moved Forderer seconded to support AB 1232. Motion adopted unanimously 

SB 319 (Perez) would enhance regional center data collection, and their publication, on disparities in service delivery between regional center ethnic populations. Lapin moved and Forderer seconded to support SB 319, and to recommend amendments to emphasize the “fair and equitable access to services, pursuant to the IPP process.”  Motion adopted 5 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain.
SB 321 (Perez) would direct the Department to address issues of linguist and cultural competency of services and inequitable distribution of services in the regional centers’ performance contracts.  Lapin moved and Forderer seconded to support SB 321 and to recommend an amendment, if necessary, to require that regional center performance contracts be posted on the Department’s website. The motion was adopted 5 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain.
SB 555 (Correa) addresses the linguistic and cultural competency of the IPP process and of services addressed by the IPP.  The LPPC previously voted to recommend Council support.  Tho Vinh Banh reviewed recent amendments to the bill. Lopez moved and Allen seconded to continue support of SB 555, as amended. Motion adopted unanimously.

ii.   Accessible housing legislation SB 1 (Steinberg) and SB 391 (DeSaulnier) was explained by Darin Lounds, director of the East Bay Housing Consortium.  It was discussed that both bills are critical for funding affordable housing for many low income populations, including people with developmental disabilities. However, these bills also present an opportunity to increase the availability of affordable AND accessible housing units.  Forderer moved and Lapin seconded to support SB 1 and SB 391, and to work with the DD housing coalition to have these bills amended to include provisions for accessible housing.  The motion was adopted 5 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain. 

iii. Community Imperative Declaration
was discussed at length.  Lapin clarified that the Lanterman Coalition wishes to have members re-assert their support of the Community Imperative, to re-affirm their common values with respect to the right to community living.  Chairman Ceragioli discussing the benefits of developmental centers and the continued need for some people, and the benefits of Fairview for his son. He emphasized that endorsement of the Declaration would mean that nobody should be served in developmental centers.    Newton sated that the Declaration is consistent with the Lanterman Act.  Banh emphasized that the Community Imperative is a statement of the fundamental right of all people with developmental disabilities to community living.  Banh moved and Lapin seconded to endorse the Community Imperative Declaration.  Motion was adopted 4 yes, 1 no, 1 abstain.
iv. Developmental Center Closure Plan
 - The Lanterman coalition is asking its members if they can support requiring the Department to create a plan for the closure of all developmental centers, with the exception of the forensic unit at Porterville, by a certain date. Chairman Ceragioli emphasized that more legislation is not needed to close DCs because statute already sets requirements for closure process, the IPP used in transition, and other factors.  Also, statute has been recently amended with the moratorium on DC placements and evaluation of DC residents for community placement.  The combination of new law and the increasing per person cost as DCs downsize will lead to the eventual closure of the facilities.  It was discussed that there are benefits to an orderly plan for closure, since all agreed that closure of developmental centers are inevitable, except for the forensic unit at Porterville.  The committee discussed that it is not enough to discuss closure, there needs to be development of appropriate community resources for people leaving developmental centers and that a deadline for closure was not appropriate given the uncertainty and delays in developing community resources for people with complex needs.  Lapin moved and Allen seconded to support the concept of the Department developing a plan, with stakeholder input, for the gradual and steady closure of all developmental centers in as timely a manner as possible, while at the same time developing an array of quality community services.  The plan should include working with local communities so they will be welcoming to former developmental center residents and not hostile.  The motion was adopted 4 yes, 1 no, 1 abstain.
v.   Update on Bills LPPC Acted On.  This agenda item was not discussed.

vi. SB 577 (Pavley) Employment.  Polit reported that the Council has been asked to co-sponsor this legislation that is still being developed.  The Committee expressed concerns that the Employment Preparation service include some quality control element and specify who is qualified to provide the services (such as CARF certified agencies).  There was also concern that 75 hours a quarter was not adequate for the service, and that people requiring day programs would not be able to participate.  Forderer emphasized that supporting people to find work is essential.  The Committee agreed that if we co-sponsor, that the Council be in a position to help develop the legislation.   Forderer moved and Allen seconded to co-sponsor SB 577.  Motion adopted unanimously.
vii. Other Legislation
This agenda item was not discussed.

B. State Budget Update


i.   Pending Hearings. This agenda item was not discussed.

ii.  IHSS - Settlement of Oster Lawsuit.  This agenda item was not discussed.

C. SCDD Legislative Platform Review.  This agenda item was not discussed.

7. FEDERAL BUDGET/LEGISLATIVE REPORT


A.   Fair Labor Standards Act. This agenda item was not discussed.

B.   Federal Budget Update.  Ceragioli moved and Lopez seconded to oppose applying a Chained CPI to social security benefits.  Motion adopted unanimously.   The committee briefly discussed proposals for per capita caps to Medicaid.  Ceragioli moved and Forderer seconded to oppose any cuts to federal medical programs.  The motion was adopted unanimously.





8. MEETING SCHEDULE  

Due to potential conflicts with Council calendar, the next meeting will be not be held on May 16.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 13, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  Future meetings will start at 10AM to give the committee more time.  The June meeting is tentatively scheduled for June 13.
9. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 3:07 PM.
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